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sight and ability, things might have turned oat otherwise than they did.
-Bat he failed to grasp the situation and frittered away his strength
in trying to reconcile bis position as a protestant and representative
of the English interest in Ireland with his duty as an Irishman.
As for poor Clanrioarde, whom for some reason or other Mr.
Mahaffy styles the 'great earl' (p. xlviii), he was little better than a
nonentity and no more entitled to be called ' great' than Preston or any
other of tho confederate leaders. The fact is that between Strafford's
disappearance and the arrival of Cromwell Ireland could boast the
presence of no really great man. Perhaps of all those who felt the weight
of Strafford's hand the London planters had the least reason to complain.
Whether it was politic to confiscate their estates is open to discussion,
but it is certain that their notorious neglect to fulfil the conditions of
plantation was a source of danger to the whole undertaking and as such
merited the severest punishment. Mr. Mahaffy offers what excuse he can
for them and is very severe on Strafford for ruining ' the bold constructive
work of Lord Chiohester ; ' but bis views on the subject are evidently hazy,
and it may be added, in reference to the document printed on p. 202 and
Mr. Mahaffy's remarks based thereon (p. xxii), that the London companies
never possessed any interest in the counties of Down and Antrim, and
moreover in this connexion that it is incorrect to speak of ' Scotch low-
landers ' in these two counties (p. xviii). On the other hand it is pleasant
to note that Mr. Mahaffy can write of the rising of 1641 with the restraint
and judicial equanimity proper to an historian and editor of state papers.
It is true, as he points out, that the references here to the matter are
scanty, and there is a letter from Sir John Temple, couohed in his usual
strain, but it is none the less true that ' such notices as there are confirm
the view that the rising was regulated by the military practice of the
time.' For the general course of the war the historian, as we have
hinted, must go elsewhere, and we can only righ when we think of the
vast wealth of material contained in the Carte papers, whioh for want
of a published calendar is practically inaccessible to the ordinary student.
The following passage, however, from a letter of Owen Roe O'Neill to
Ormonde, pp. 669-70, reflecting on the character of Sir Theophilus Jones,
the brother of Michael, whioh we have not seen before, deserves to be
quoted: ' Colonel Jones I shall not release, because he has been cruel
in killing women and children, breaking of quarters, and other tyrannical
acts in time of cessation and otherwise. He deserves another fate than
liberty.' B. DUNLOP.

Cromwell's Army. A History of the English Soldier during the Civil Wars,
the Commonwealth, and the Protectorate; being the Ford Lectures
delivered in the University of Oxford in 1900-1. By C. H. FIBTII, M. A.
(London: Methuen. 1902.)

THIS very useful book is another of those monographs on the history of
the Civil Wars which Mr. Firth has made peculiarly his own, with a
minute knowledge of details such as hardly any other student of that age
could supply. It is not a history of events or a biography of persons, but
an exhaustive analysis of an organisation. Mr. Firth's knowledge of
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Cromwell's army is at least equal to Mr. Brodrick's knowledge of the
British army; one almost imagines that Wellington hardly knew his
Peninsular army more intimately. Such a study enables us to understand
and judge the various elements in the great struggle of the seventeenth
century from a new point of view and with a far closer focus of sight.

' The history of the Civil War,' says Mr. Firth, ' is the history of the
evolution of an efficient army out of a chaos.' And his first chapter is
devoted to giving a picture of the 'mihtary impotence ' of England in the
first half of the seventeenth century. A worse scene of corruption, con-
fusion, and unfitneas was hardly painted by the creator of Sir John Fal-
staff and his ragged company. The second chapter shows us the efforts
of both sides ' to improvise an army out of masses of untrained men '—
the usual opening to civil wars, and indeed to some other wars. In the
third chapter we reach the New Model, the first organised regular army,
which became the nucleus of all the forces of the parliament, and finally
absorbed them all. From 1661 to 1660 the ranks were filled by voluntary
enlistment. The entire organisation of the New Model army is worked
out in all its details. The next three chapters are devoted to the divisions,
equipment, drill, and proportions of infantry, of cavalry, and of artillery;
and the rapid development of the art of war from continental and mainly
Swedish types is traced step by step.

The next chapter is occupied with the system of sieges, in which
branch of the art of war the British engineers began with ignorance as
natural as it was profound. But the rapid improvement in organisation
and in artillery gradually raised them up more nearly to the continental
standard. The chapter on the pay of the army is particularly interesting,
for little attention is paid to it in ordinary histories, and its somewhat
startling liberality throws no small light on the whole situation. The
colonel of foot until 1660 received the equivalent of 1,2002. a year; the
colonel of horse, the- equivalent (it might be) of 2,0002. But the pay
was not always paid, and for the private soldiers of the infantry was
very often in arrear. The commissariat, the clothing, equipment, and
mounting of the army occupy two chapters, no less precise and complete.
It is sad to read that the remount problem is centuries old, and to learn
that a certain commissary-general had bought remount horses ' many
which were poor, lame, and foundered, some not worth six pounds, some
not worth five pounds.'

The chapter (xi.) on provision for the sick and wounded and for old
soldiers is particularly interesting and instructive, for it is a subject on
which historians have forborne to touch. We now know how impor-
tant a branch of military organisation this has proved to be ; and it is
singularly suggestive to be able to trace the first germs of organised efforts
to deal with wounded and sick soldiers and to provide a living or homes for
discharged veterans. Having exhausted the material conditions of the
armies of the Civil War, Mr. Firth turns in three closing chapters to the
moral elements which inspired and controlled them. The first is on
discipline, and gives us a stirring picture of the energy which Cromwell and
his best officers threw into their task—aa energy which converted a rabble
of banditti into the most self-restrained soldiery onr couutry has ever seen.
Of religion in the army and of politics in the army, which fill the two
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concluding chapters, oar historians have treated with more or less fatness.
Bat the accumulation of specific instances and the speeches, testimonies,
and passages which Mr. Firth quotes give as a vivid insight into the
inner psychology of the Ironside campaigns.

The volume (which runs to 444 pages) doses with an appendix of con-
temporary documents on drill, the use of the pike, of the firelock and
musket, the duty of officers in a cavalry charge, the kinds of guns,
quartering of soldiers, the articles of war, and regimental courts-martial.
The entire book is redolent of Mr. Firth's curious and familiar knowledge
of the machinery and personnel of the Cromwellian army ; and, needless
to say, it is executed with all Mr. Firth's thoroughness of scholarship.

FBEDEBIO HABBISON.

A Supplement to Burnet's ' History of my own Time.' Edited by H. C.
FOXCBOFT. (Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1902.)

Miss FOXCBOFT has undertaken a difficult and laborious task in the
preparation of this volume, and the limits prescribed to her by the dele-
gates of the press did not render her work more pleasant or more easily
accomplished. Students of the seventeenth century have long been aware
of the existence of unpublished material in the British Museum and the
Bodleian Library, connected with the life and writings of Bishop Burnet
These manuscripts fall into three main classes. There are fragments of
the original memoirs, which formed the basis of the History of my own
Time ; there is an autobiography from 1648 to 1710, and there are
meditations and private letters to Admiral Herbert. The editor's
greatest difficulty has been in dealing with the first of these sources of
information, on the nature and circumstances of which her introduction
throws a considerable amount of fresh light. Only in certain places does
this memoir materially differ from the published history, and Miss Foxcroft
has printed such passages in full. Minor discrepancies are indicated in
notes, and merely literary variations are, by the desire of the delegates,
entirely ignored. It is impossible to pronounce any definite opinion on
the real value of the present work, for no one can tell when some
apparently trifling alteration may not be found to possess great import-
ance for some special purpose ; but if snch' opportunities are missed it
will be through no fault of the editor, whose work, in this somewhat
tedious portion of her task, is invariably exact and scholarly. Even the
variations which she has given us verbatim and in large type rather
constitute additional material for the student than add, of themselves,
anything of first-rate interest to our knowledge of the times. The most
important of them occurs in one of the autobiographical passages which
were deleted when the memoirs were transformed into a more strictly
historical work. It is an indication of the force of loyal sentiment which
accompanied the Restoration that, twenty years after that event, Burnet
could express his belief in the doctrine of non-resistance. It is true that
(as Miss Foxcroft points ont in a note) this belief was based not on the
theory of divine right but upon a political opportunism. ' If such a
number of people as find themselves in a capacity to resist the govern-
ment may lawfully do it, then all governments are left to an eternal
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